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chosen friend of this fortunate young man; and in both
cases, it is worthy of noticing, the friendship persisted when
the Booths were reduced from a proud poverty to a staring
and emphatic penury. Something there must have been in

these Booths very attractive and admirable,

I asked Mrs. Osborne, the Sarah Butler of those days
if William Booth was at all violent in the first enthusiasm
of his preaching. " Not in the least," she replied; adding,
"if he had been, Will Sansom would have curbed him"
This answer not only exhibits Sansom as a refined and
gentle nature; it shows that he exercised a decided influence
over William Booth,

Will Sansom is described as a very handsome young man
romantic-looking, and marked from boyhood by the intense
and dreadful signs of consumption. He was one of those
whom Maeterlinck calls the Prc-dcstinetL "The men
among whom they dwell become the better for the knowl-
edge of them, and the sadder, and the more gentle." He
was of the company " who look at us with an eager smile,
and seem to he on the point of confessing that they know
all; awl then, towards their twentieth year, they leave us,
hurriedly, muffling their footsteps, as though they haci just
discovered that they had chosen the wrong dwelling-place,

and hat I been about to pass their lives among men.....whom

they cliil not know," In this case the youth was pro-
foundly religious. He had the deep absorbing faith of a
Gnu ray* the fervour of a Pascal, the "hastening evangelical
eagerness of a Wesley. The nearer he approached his
youth fill death the more passionately clicl he seek to spread
his knowledge of the truth, But always he was refined
in manner, persuasive in method, winning and ingratiating
by nature,

" We were like David and Jonathan/* says William
Booth; and Mrs. O*born<* deseribcd to me how these two
young men were always together, how they walked about
arm-in-arm, how they Ixath had the same stoop, the same *
pallor, the same brightness of the eyes. The friendship was
noticed Ity oilier people. Hie young men were regarded
by their circle an ** txwmi friends,**

It is tit it often in biography that such a friendship as